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TREASURE TROVE FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Use a screenshot of the home page to illustrate.

‘Trove’ is the latest innovation from the National Library. Trove (http://trove.nla.gov.au (​http:​/​​/​trove.nla.gov.au​)) is a powerful search engine. The name Trove makes reference to the expression ‘treasure trove’, as a collection of rare or valuable things. The name encapsulates the concepts of a collection, of treasured items, and of the process of discovery. 

Trove makes it possible to find and get over 90 million Australian information resources. You can also browse ‘zones’ of information – books, journals, magazines, articles; maps; pictures and photos; Australian newspapers; diaries, letters, archives; archived websites, and biographies of people and organisations. 

Trove is especially useful for the education sector. Finding answers to homework questions, preparing for class, and quickly getting access to a wealth of high quality resources via a single search is now easily possible. The service is free and online. 

Warwick Cathro (Assistant Director General Resource Sharing and Innovation, National Library of Australia) said “The feature which enables you to limit your search to online items only is being very well used, but Trove also provides a wealth of information on non-digital resources. Trove provides researchers with access to a wide range of resources from the ‘deep web’, resources that are often not found by popular search engines.” 

Trove is a stable repository with permanent page links that can be cited in essays and reports. The search engine is managed by the National Library of Australia and most of the information is from reliable sources such as libraries, museums, art galleries, repositories and archives. New contributor data is being added all the time. Over 1000 organisations are contributing data including the Australian War Memorial, and the National Film and Sound. The 20 million full-text searchable historic Australian newspaper articles are proving very popular and a further 20 million will be available by 2011. Papers from 1803 up to 1954 have been digitised so far. Historic editions of the Australian Women’s Weekly are expected to be available at the end of 2010. 

The newspapers will be of particular use for the national curriculum in Australian History containing first hand eye witness accounts of significant Australian events. Sporting events, World War I and II, the gold rush, bushrangers, natural disasters like flood and fire, and treatment and attitude towards aboriginals are really brought to life. Finding items on, by or about Australian people is now much easier in Trove. Fully digitised sources such as Captain James Cook’s Journal of the HMAS Endeavour (1768-1771), convict uniforms, and Australian classics e.g. Seven Little Australians make quick, free access a reality.

Trove is part of the national information infrastructure. Users are encouraged to engage with each other and the data in various ways. This includes improving existing data by adding comments, tags and also correcting newspaper text; and uploading their own images to keep Australian history alive. These could be scanned old family photographs, letters, objects, or recent photographs for example of historic buildings. Instructions on how to do this are here: http://www.pictureaustralia.org/contribute/individual.html (​http:​/​​/​www.pictureaustralia.org​/​contribute​/​individual.html​). 

Users have noted that being able to share their own resources with others, and provide comments on resources within Trove is very useful and gives context to resources.  A user forum has been implemented which enables discussion to take place within the virtual community, or for example the education sector about the application of Trove and resources within it.  

The ‘list’ feature is really helpful for teachers and students.  You are able to add anything you find in Trove to your own list.  You can also add any web resource not in Trove to your list.  The list can be ordered, named and every item described as you like. The list can be your classroom resource list. Users can have as many lists as they like and lists can be private or public. A public list becomes a resource in its own right that appears in search results for that topic.  An example of a public list ‘Songs and Music of NSW places’ is here: http://trove.nla.gov.au/list?id=196 (​http:​/​​/​trove.nla.gov.au​/​list?id=196​)

You can easily add a Trove search box to your own website or add Trove to your browser by following instructions on the Trove website: http://trove.nla.gov.au/general/marketing (​http:​/​​/​trove.nla.gov.au​/​general​/​marketing​)

Trove has something of interest for any teacher or student in Australia exploring new topics.  It is an exciting development for the education sector.

For further information contact:
Rose Holley – Manager of Trove
rholley@nla.gov.au (​mailto:rholley@nla.gov.au​)
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